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Teaching Philosophy

Art education in the public school system plays a vital role in the character building of

the next generation. Thinking critically, analytically, and being able to critique the process of

how and why art is created, opens the possibilities for creative solutions to complex issues. I plan

on implementing these practices by giving the students exposure to the real world that they will

eventually be entering. Through experiencing and participating in meaningful, open-ended

conversations and assignments, my students will leave my class with a more open-minded

approach to life. In turn, they will feel more confident in their place in the world.

The act of creating art allows students to process information in a visual language, which

is outside of the realm that is typically presented in other courses. According to M. Grallart

(2009, p. 140), the language of visual art can be seen in its relationship to art as a form of

education rather than simply an aspect of education. Personally, I took a lot of classes that were

lecture based and I learned that this method was not the path for me to take as an art teacher. In

my art classes, I want students to be their own teachers by having them do research and studies

on artists and artwork of their choice. This will encourage students to express their feelings or

ideas and have critiques to expand their knowledge on the skills and techniques they have

learned.

I plan on having an open studio classroom that allows for these ideas the students have to

flow freely. In my classroom, students will be able to retrieve supplies as needed and move

around the classroom as they wish. The change in pace will motivate them to observe and reflect

on their work and the work of their classmates. In art class, “Students learn about themselves and

their reactions and judgments as they evaluate work, whether their own or that of others”

(Hetland, Winner, Veenema, & Sheridan, 2013 p. 81). Which means that my students will have a
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better understanding of the world that surrounds them to connect unseen subtleties and create

their own ideas.

In order for my students to explore their creative side, I will start each class with an

engaging, process driven prompt. An example of this exercise would be to have the students

draw a sketch of what climate change means to them in order to get the students thinking

creatively and with purpose. This practice allows the students’ various personalities to bring out

some new ideas and elevate their project to the next level. With that I want to make sure that I

take the time to meet with each student individually to ensure that they are progressing as they

should in their projects. I want them to have the enthusiasm to complete what they started and

finish with them being proud of what they have created.

I want my students to look back on my class 20 years from now and remember what it

felt like to be allowed to let their minds wander and get curious about the world that they have

questions about. By emboldening them to think creatively and be open to critique, they will get

to explore contemporary issues in my class and take their observations with them into their

future. They will not only be able to successfully create art but also create new and innovative

ideas to help change the world.
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